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From the Pastor 
 

“Tentative efforts lead to tentative outcomes. 
Give yourself fully, therefore, to your endeavors. 

Decide to construct your character through excellent actions 
and determine to pay the price of a worthy goal. 

 

The trials you encounter will introduce you to your strengths. 
Remain steadfast . . . 

and one day you will build something that endures 
—something worthy of your potential.” 

(Epictectus) 
 

 
The wisdom of the Stoic philosopher, Epictetus (AD 55–135), 
quoted above, teaches us a way of life and not just a theoretical 
discipline, in which individuals are responsible for their own 
actions, which they can examine and control through rigorous 
self-discipline. From him, we learn that suffering occurs from 
trying to control what is uncontrollable, or from neglecting what is 
within our power to achieve; as part of the universal city that is 
the universe, it is our duty to care for all our fellow men; and 
those who follow these precepts will achieve happiness and peace 
of mind. (cf., Wikipedia; Epictectus) Not bad advice for a pagan, 
right?  
 

After being banished to Rome, this young philosopher might have 
heard and listened to the teachings of the early Church handed on 
by two Jews who had emigrated from Palestine and were killed in 
Rome. One was a fisherman from Capernaum, named Cephas who 
they called Peter, the other a scholar whose name was Saul of 
Tarsus, but was remembered as Paul. Peter was crucified on 
 
 
 
 

(continued on page 2) 
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Vatican Hill and Paul decapitated (a privileged 
execution reserved for Roman citizens) at Aquæ Salviæ 
outside the walls of the ancient city to the south. 
Historically, these three men were living and teaching 
in a time not so very different from our own. On one 
hand, they were at the center of the world, as it relates 
to political power and money; and on the other, they 
seemingly perceived themselves at a moment when the 
empire, like all earthly things, was waning in both 
influence and wealth. Their religious and philosophical 
reflections were exhorting the people of Rome not to 
succumb to the inertia of narcissism, but to dedicate 
themselves to something/Someone beyond the 
boundaries of time and space. Not unlike our own age, 
Roman society became lazy, rested on their past 
successes, forgot the struggles to secure their empire, 
gave way to their more base appetites and allowed 
their individual passions to destroy the freedom of the 
Republic.  

 
Today, we have convinced ourselves that ours is a post-labor society, i.e., work is 
something we do; but that which gives real meaning to life is recreation or entertainment. 
To these, we have convinced ourselves, we are entitled. “Let’s look at a quick snapshot of 
how entitlement has impacted our hearts, our relationships, and our communities.  . . . We 
obsess about how tall the buildings to replace the Twin Towers should be while giving little 
thought to relationships being destroyed by short tempers. We protect pornographers’ right 
to distribute their so-called art and make billions of dollars in the process, while 
eliminating school art programs for our children because there are no funds. We have 
loosened our morals but restricted our kindnesses.  . . . Our politicians stand divided while 
our national debt multiplies. We fight to clean up the air on our planet but surrender to the 
pollution of sadistic and degrading lyrics in our music. Parents cannot lay a hand on their 
children but complete strangers are allowed to assault their souls. . . . Our bodies grow 
taller while our character is stunted. It is time to evaluate what we as human beings are 
evolving into (sic).” [J. Fay and D. Billings, From Innocence to Entitlement: A Love and Logic 
Cure for the Tragedy of Entitlement,” Love and Logic Institute, 2005.] 
 
The wisdom of St. Peter, St. Paul, Epictectus and others like them, have long realized that 
human beings are not fragmented entities; that in order to counsel others in truth and love, 
our communications must address the entire person—a communion of body, mind and 
soul. A great injustice is done, therefore, when we seek to address people appealing to only 
one dimension of their multi-faceted and mysterious person. How many times have we been 
confronted by: those enthralled with the cult of body worship to the detriment of their 
minds and souls? or those so fixated on academic pursuits that they seem at times like 
disembodied brains without the capacity to relate to persons or reality outside of a text-
book abstraction? or those obsessed with religion that it consumes them into a frenzied 
condemnation of anyone who disagrees with their point of view? A more revealing question 
might be: how many times have we divided ourselves and approached a situation without 
engaging all of our God-given faculties? 
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aint Andrew School, in line with the ideal of Catholic 
education, is not simply an academic experience; rather it 
intends to engage the entire person in truth and charity. It 

aims to form human beings, who—though flesh and blood and 
existing in time and space--are destined for the fullness of life 
“beyond the surly bonds of earth . . . (to touch) the face of God.” 
Lately, society, and even some Church leaders seem to have too 
readily given way to cynicism and defeatism. Such a stance does 
not inspire future leaders and induces a mindset that says we 
don’t have to work to earn a salary, “they should just pay me.” In 
such a view, the idea of someone meriting something is repulsive, 
because “if someone else gets it, I, too, deserve it, whatever ‘it’ is.” 
We have convinced ourselves that everyone has a right to “free 
choice,” as long as those choices are individual expressions of the 
‘self’ that cannot be judged empirically; but when someone’s 
choices are based upon a code of behavior rooted in the Judeo-
Christian tradition upon which this nation was built, they are categorically dismissed as 
archaic and oppressive. However, “Catholic education is indeed concerned with the 
whole person, with his or her eternal destiny and with the common good of society, 
which the Church herself strives to promote. In practice this requires that the 
physical, moral and intellectual talents of children and young people should be 
cared for, so that they may attain a sense of responsibility and the right use of 
freedom and take an active part in the life of society.” (Cfr. Codex Iuris Canonici, can. 
795) [JOHN PAUL II, Address to a Group of Bishops from the United States of America on 
their «Ad Limina Apostolorum» Visit, Friday, 28 October 1983, 2.] Almost fifteen years after 
speaking these words, Blessed John Paul II highlighted the challenge to and the hallmark 
of authentic Catholic schools, he said: “The greatest challenge to Catholic education in 
the United States today, and the greatest contribution that authentically Catholic 
education can make to American culture, is to restore to that culture the conviction 
that human beings can grasp the truth of things, and in grasping that truth can 
know their duties to God, to themselves and their neighbors. In meeting that 
challenge, the Catholic educator will hear an echo of Christ’s words: ‘If you 
continue in My word, you are truly My disciples, and you will know the truth, and 
the truth will make you free.’ (Jn 8:32) The contemporary world urgently needs the 
service of educational institutions which uphold and teach that truth is ‘that 
fundamental value without which freedom, justice and human dignity are 
extinguished’ (Veritatis Splendor, 4).” [JOHN PAUL II, Address to the Bishops of the 
Ecclesiastical Regions of Chicago, Indianapolis and Milwaukee (U.S.A.) on their «Ad Limina» 
Visit, Friday, 30 May 1998, 3.] 
 

Saint Andrew School in its educating philosophy embraces the central theme of the 
Catholic faith, namely the Paschal Mystery, as the foundation of its formation of our 
students to adulthood. The Passion and Death of our Lord precedes His glorious 
Resurrection. Whether we find ourselves in a Calvary or Easter moment, therefore we must 
always experience it within the full context of the mystery. This entails respecting and 
loving our children enough to tell them the truth about themselves and confronting their 
tentative efforts and bad behaviors early to assist them in avoiding these enemies of their 
future success and happiness. This process will inevitably tell them the truth about 
ourselves. These lessons of life cannot be avoided: that life is not always fair; that life, while 
having exhilarating times of joy, inevitably will be salted with moments of disappointment 
and grief; that genuine success is based on respect for oneself and others; and that the 

S 
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reverence of relationships and selfless integrity is the basis for true happiness. At times, 
regrettably, we adults (both parents and school personnel) seem to be more interested that 
our kids get “A’s” rather than have them learn the material; we (both parents and coaches) 
want them to get the most runs, or tackles, or goals, rather than learn the lessons of 
fairness, sportsmanship and character; but, what are we teaching our children? How are 
we preparing them to handle the difficulties of life and the ramifications of their own 
choices? Thus, shielding our children from their bad choices, from failure and any other 
adversity, in fact, weakens them. Are we not just selfishly, albeit unconsciously, using them 
to express our own successes and failures with such behaviors? Or worse, is this attempt 
to care for them a way of avoiding or not holding ourselves accountable for our poor choices 
or behaviors? No one is perfect; but at a certain point, we have to grow up and realize that 
it is not about us at all, it is all about them. “Protecting children from life’s inevitable hard 
work and the natural consequences of poor choices does not enhance their sense of self; in 
fact, research shows that it drastically diminishes it.” [Fay & Billings, 36.] 
 

On 15 June 1975, I graduated from St. John Cantius Parochial School in the Bridesburg 
section of Philadelphia. Regrettably, it no longer exists. In 2004, it became Pope John Paul 
II Regional School and last year (only 8 years later), upon the recommendation of the Blue 
Ribbon Commission, Pope John Paul II Regional School was closed and integrated into 
what was formerly St. Timothy’s School as Holy Trinity Regional School, but I digress. At 
graduation, my parents gave me a card upon which were printed the words of Rudyard 
Kipling’s poem “If.” Almost 40 years later, those words have been emblazoned on my heart:  
 

you can keep your head when all about you are losing theirs and blaming it on you; If 
you can trust yourself when all men doubt you, but make allowance for their doubting 
too; If you can wait and not be tired by waiting, or, being lied about, don’t deal in lies, 
or, being hated, don’t give way to hating, and yet don’t look too good, nor talk too 
wise; If you can dream - and not make dreams your master; If you can think - and 
not make thoughts your aim; If you can meet with triumph and disaster and treat 

those two imposters just the same; If you can bear to hear the truth you’ve spoken twisted by 
knaves to make a trap for fools, or watch the things you gave your life to broken, and stoop and 
build ‘em up with worn out tools; If you can make one heap of all your winnings and risk it on 
one turn of pitch-and-toss, and lose, and start again at your beginnings and never breath a word 
about your loss; If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew to serve your turn long after 
they are gone, and so hold on when there is nothing in you except the Will which says to them: 
“Hold on;” If you can talk with crowds and keep your virtue, or walk with kings - nor lose the 
common touch; If neither foes nor loving friends can hurt you; If all men count with you, but none 
too much; If you can fill the unforgiving minute with sixty seconds worth of distance run, yours is 
the Earth and everything that’s in it; and, which is more, you’ll be a Man, my son! 
 

The words from a 35 cent Hallmark card (can you imagine paying that today?) remain 
significant not because I admire Kipling; they remain a guide because they resonate the 
values and heart of my Mom and Dad. These words embrace the lessons that I learned from 
them, not by their words or speeches, but by the example of their lives and love; lessons I 
learned noticing them while they were struggling economically or through sickness, still 
finding time to help us with our homework and to provide for our needs and being 
unapologetic about not meeting our “want” lists; lessons I learned by observing them 
navigating the stormy waves of love and disappointment, joy and grief, plenty and hardship, 
frustration, sacrifice and perseverance; lessons this erstwhile child learned witnessing “how 
adults handle responsibility, honesty, commitment, jealousy, anger, professional pressures 
and social interaction.” [cf. Rob Lowe, Stories I Only Tell My Friends: An Autobiography, 
Henry Holt & Co. (New York) 2011, 151.]  

(continued on bottom of page 6) 
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From the Principal 
 
 
In October 2012, Pope Benedict XVI 
declared this year as The Year of Faith. 
Within this Year of Faith, Pope Francis 
was elected as Bishop of Rome, the 
Holy Father to the world. When the two 
connected in my mind, something 
stirred in my heart.  My father was 
Francis James; his father, Francis 
Patrick. My brother and his son 
continued the pattern of names. It 
wasn’t until Father's Day of this year 
that all fell into place for me.  It happened at Mass when the congregation was singing...  
 

Faith of our fathers, living still 
In spite of dungeon, fire and sword,... 

We will be true to thee till death! 
 

So often I wonder why it is that I do the things I do, especially in the pursuit of Catholic 
education. Why is it so important to me that Saint Andrew School remain strong and 
viable?  The answer lies in my faith. The faith that has been passed down through 
generations, from both my father’s and mother’s sides of the family, is the reason.  It is the 
same faith that the parishioners of St. Andrew the Apostle shared in 1922 when the school 
was built. It is the same faith that our parishioners, alumni and friends share with us 
today. 
 
It was my Dad who taught me to pray. He would kneel at the side of my bed with me at 
nighttime.  We would ask God to forgive the mishaps of the day, hope for a better tomorrow, 
and to bless those we held dear.  I grew up knowing that his rosary beads were always in 
his pocket, yet he prayed in private. To him it was important for us to worship as a family 
on Sunday.  So much so, we were treated to breakfast afterward. He taught us to honor our 
mother; for next to God she was the light of his life, and a force with which to be reckoned.  
He modeled love of God, family and neighbor.  
 

It was my Dad who talked to me about death 
and dying; about the promise of eternal life 
and happiness with God in heaven.  At the 
time he was speaking through the broken 
heart of having suddenly lost his mother.  
Yet, he spoke with such conviction that I 
believed.  The last I saw him was my first day 
at Saint Andrew School.  I asked if I looked 
like a teacher.  He said, “Yes”, but I could tell 
by his eyes he really saw his little girl. In my 
heart I knew he was thrilled that I had 
chosen Catholic education.  I was happy that 
this pleased him so much. That was a little 
over thirty-five years ago. 
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Shortly before she died, my Mom shared a story about my Dad that I had not ever heard. 
She and I had been talking about the work Msgr. Grous and I were doing with the Churchill 
Institute and St. Joseph’s University to strengthen Saint Andrew School - offering an 
exceptional yet affordable value-based education for our families. My Mother told me of a 
time when she and my Dad had gone to confession on a Saturday afternoon.  My Father 
was in the confessional for an extraordinarily long time.  She wondered what he could have 
possibly done to have kept him so long.  He finally emerged from the confessional in a state 
of rage. (I may not have mentioned the Irish temper before, but it was there!) He was 
furious that his confessor made a comment to him that one day Catholic education would 
be exclusively for the elite. My guess is that my Dad knew the need for the community’s 
support in raising his children in the faith.  He valued Catholic education. He took 
seriously his obligation to raise his children in the faith. I can only imagine how that 
comment touched the soul of this hard working, middle class man. I can imagine his 
empathy for those who could not afford to pay to keep their children in Catholic schools.  I 
find it ironic that while I had him in my life for only twenty-one years, so much of his 
beliefs remain with me. For this I am ever grateful.  
  
It is my hope that my reflection gives you pause to consider your own journey of faith. 
Wonder at the way God has worked in your life.  After all, it is the faith in Jesus Christ that 
we share. It is that sharing of the Catholic faith that you support through prayer and 
donations. Let it not ever come to be that Catholic education is available only for the elite. 
In Drexel Hill we are working middle class. At Saint Andrew School we believe in and 
proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. Together we build a culture of Life and a civilization of 
Love through Faith and Knowledge! Thank you for making Saint Andrew School strong, 
exceptional and affordable for the next generation! 
 
May God be praised! 
 
 
 
 
 
Pastor's Message (continued from page 4) 
 
What do we mean when we say: “building a culture of life and a civilization of love through 
faith and knowledge?” Saint Andrew School, through the generosity and support of the 
parishioners, the families of our students, the Alumni/æ and friends of SAS, is dedicated to 
forming our students in the Catholic faith to be good citizens of this world and the world to 
come by cultivating their bodies, minds and souls to receive and develop their God-given 
gifts and share them for the good of others.  Your continued support guarantees that in 
preparing the next generation: that neither the efforts nor outcomes of Saint Andrew School 
are tentative; that we give ourselves fully to this endeavor of love and to those precious little 
ones entrusted to our care; that we aim to construct character through excellent actions 
and are determined to pay the price of a worthy goal. We will continue to teach, through the 
power of Christ’s Cross, that the trials encountered in life introduce us to our strengths. 
And, remaining steadfast to this task of love we are building something that endures—
something worthy of our potential. 
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1948 
Sister Regina Immaculata – Dearest 
friends and loves of mine…some of you 
do not know that our Convent was closed 
by the Motherhouse at the end of June 
2012. It was a sad day for us as we had 
to move out of St. Bart’s. Our Sisters 
were a part of this parish for over 90 
years. So we all had to find a new place 
to live and since other houses of ours 
were also closing, I decided to come to 
our Villa! It is the Nursing Home for our 
Sisters in Flourtown, PA. I have settled in 
pretty well but I miss you all so much! I 
have a phone in my room and I’d love to 
hear from you if you can call – it is best 
to call after 6:00 PM-215-836-3095. Love 
and prayers to you and yours from 
Sister Regina Immaculata 
Saint Joseph Villa # 709 
110 W. Wissahickon Ave. 
Flourtown, PA 19031 
 
Editor’s Note: The Archdiocese of Philadelphia 
has hired an auctioneer to sell eight properties 
(including St. Bart’s Convent) on July 24, 
2013 as part of the church’s effort to reduce 
its financial deficit. 
 

Joan Sherry Hunt – enclosed is a 
picture of all the Sherry siblings – all 
graduates of SAS. Pictured below (from 
left to right): Joan, Jack, Maryann, 
Patrick, Rosemarie, and Joseph. Guess 
the years of their graduation (answer on 
the bottom of page 17) 
Drexel Hill, PA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
1949 
Frances Kelly Thomas – My brother Bill 
(’51) is friends with a former football 
coach at SAS and he asked Tom what the 
school colors were. Tom laughed and 
said, “I know for sure. When I was the 
coach, the boys used to bring their own 
helmets and they were all different 
colors, so I took the helmets and painted 
them the school colors: maroon & gold.” 
Mystery solved! Your staff does a great 
job on the Alumni Newsletter. Keep up 
the good work! 
Daytona Beach, FL 
 

1953 
Gerald A. Scheidhauer - Greetings! 
Happy New Year! Enjoyed your Fall 2012 
Alumni Newsletter. Passing it around 
down here in Maryland. In fact one other 
graduate had already showed it to my 
sister. Love it! Keep up the great work!  
(whole family graduated from SAS) 
Odenton, MD 
 
1956 
Jim Burke – Congratulations on another 
outstanding publication; if there were 
competition for such things, I’m sure 
yours would gain high marks! Please 
accept my humble contribution to the 
cause –I wish it could be larger. I have 
long wished for a reunion of our Class of 
’56 but never have followed through on 
the hard work involved. If there is 
someone on the staff that could get the 
ball rolling in this regard, I would like to 
hear ideas regarding same. 
Drexel Hill, PA 
 
1957 
Bill Byrne – I was surprised to read Jan 
Stecklair’s note in the Fall 2012 issue 
about the “split” in their 8th grade (Sr. 
Cecilia for the girls and Sr. Rita 
Bernadette for the boys). Our class or at 
least some of us (including my twin 
Conal and I) had the distinction of having 

Class Notes
“It is the bonds that develop over the elementary school years that link alumni for life."
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Sister Cecilia for three full years - 6th, 
7th & 8th grade! 
Tilghman, MD 
 
1960 
M. Denise Nolan Myers - Enjoying the 
blessings of five wonderful grandchildren. 
West Chester, PA 
 
Rita McCarron Barry - Retired Catholic 
School Principal. 
Meriden, CT 
 
1968 
Dauna Ross-Paquir - Married to 
George...have two grown daughters. 
Married off Stephanie to Marc in 2011. 
Getting ready to marry off Laurann to 
Jason in 2014. We are both retired and 
travel the world. Have been back to 
Stuttgart, Germany where I was born. My 
father passed away in August 2012. I do 
animal rescues and cow CPR out in the 
country!  
Lincoln University, PA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1969 
Lawrence J. Contrisciano - SAS taught 
me how to walk a moral and ethical path. 
Married for 32 years to Diane - one child 
- three grandchildren. 
Lansdowne, PA 
 

1977 
Kathy McGarvey Hidy - God bless you 
for all your inspiring work!! 
Cincinnati, OH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bridge Educational Foundation check 
presentation for Delaware County families 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Editor's Note: 
 

Thank you for your kind words and encouragement regarding the SAS Alumni 
Newsletter publication. We truly enjoy hearing from all our SAS graduates. Your stories 
contain many of the life-lessons referenced in Msgr. Grous' message - lessons that he 
observed in his youth from his parents "navigating the stormy waves of love and 
disappointment, joy and grief, plenty and hardship, frustration, sacrifice and 
perseverance." We sincerely appreciate your gift of sharing a little of your life's journey 
with us and inspiring all with your selfless commitment to serving others - undoubtedly 
a valuable lesson learn from your parents and reinforced each day in the classrooms of 
SAS - from the mountains of Afghanistan (Pat Quinn '01) to the mountains of Peru (Sr. 
Jean Faustman, SSJ '63); from losing your home (Sr. Regina Immaculata, SSJ '48) to 
the loss of hearing in your infant daughter (Melissa DiNofia-Bozzone '90). Whether 
alumni/æ, parents of graduates, parishioners or simply friends of SAS, we share this 
uncommon bond, this connection and this unwavering commitment to continue this 
wonderful legacy that is Saint Andrew School.  
 

"I don't know what your destiny will be, but one thing I know: the only ones among you 
who will be really happy are those who will have sought and found how to serve." 

  Dr. Albert Schweitzer  
 

 
 

A special thank you to the Bridge Educational Foundation and  Bernadette Mulligan, 
representing UnitedHealthcare Community Plan, during the March 21, 2013 check 
presentation. SAS was awarded $10,000 in scholarship funds for the 2013-2014 
school year. Please see page 15 for additional information on the EITC program.  
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A Hero's Welcome Home 
 

It couldn’t have been a more 
beautiful day for a hero’s 
welcome Sunday afternoon. 
Sunshine and warm temps 
greeted U.S. Army Fire Support 
Officer (FSO) Pat Quinn at the 
American Legion Manoa Post 667 
in Havertown as he came home to 
friends and family after months 
of deployment. 
 

The SAS graduate was deployed 
to Afghanistan in May, serving at 
Forward Operating Base Boris 
and Combat Outpost Margah, 
located in the Paktika Province 
near the Pakistani border with 
the Charlie Company 1-28 
Infantry. 
 

“It’s great to see everybody again,” Quinn said about coming back home. The switch back to 
civilian life has been an easy one for Quinn. “It was an easy transition. Everyone keeps 
asking me, ‘was it hard changing?’ and it’s really not."  
 

Pat’s parents, Jim and Nancy Quinn, were relieved to have their son home without injury. 
“I’m just glad that he’s back,” Jim said. When Nancy heard Pat was coming home, “we were 
just counting the days down. After Christmas we knew of the approximate timeline of when 
we was coming home.” Among the group of friends that came to welcome back Pat was 
Aurora Stanton, who was proud that he fulfilled his dream of joining the Army but was 
worried at the beginning. “It’s scary when your friend’s going to go away,” Stanton said. 
“But we knew that that’s what he wanted to do with his life and it was really great to see 
him able to fulfill that.” 
 

COP Margah is noted as being one of the most dangerous posts in Afghanistan, but Quinn 
mentioned that no one in his company was killed despite some close calls. Although 
Quinn’s calmness kept his parents at ease, Nancy’s maternal side couldn’t help but come 
out. “Being the mom and reading about the horrible explosions, maimings and suicide 
bombers, and thinking that’s where my son is ending up, I was a mess,” Nancy said. 
 

The fourth of seven brothers, Pat Quinn was the first of Jim and Nancy’s children to serve 
in the military. “I’m just so proud of all that he’s done.” Pat knew that joining the Army was 
what he always wanted to do. After graduating from SAS in 2001 and  Monsignor Bonner 
High School in 2005, he attended Catholic University in Washington D.C. and did ROTC 
through Georgetown University, graduating in 2009. 
 

“I was happy for him in that he found his niche in the service, and I’m glad that he waited 
until after college to do,” Nancy said. “He’s such a patriotic guy.” 
 

 
Note: Excerpts taken from the News of Delaware County - March 14, 2013 edition. 

Army Fire Support Officer Pat Quinn '01  (center) was greeted by 
friends and family after returning from Afghanistan.  

Pat is joined in this photo his mother Nancy and father Jim. 
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...from South Glastonbury, CT  to the South Andes of Peru 
...the Faustmans 

 

The Fall 2012 issue of the SAS 
Alumni Newsletter featured an 
article on Tom Faustman ('62), a 
resident of South Glastonbury, CT,  
titled "That Championship Season" 
- detailing the dominance of SAS in 
both football and basketball in the 
early sixties. Tom's sister (Jean) 
also reached unimaginable 'heights' 
since her graduation in 1963.   
 
Sister Jean Faustman ('63) SSJ, 
D.M.L., knows first-hand that life 
14,000 feet above sea level in the 
South Andes of Peru is hard, cold, 
dirty and filled with abject poverty. 
There is little healthcare, little 
water—none potable and almost no indoor plumbing. From 2006 to 2009 Sister Jean called 
Yauri, Cosco, Peru home. Now living in the Philadelphia area, Jean returns to Yauri each 
summer for seven weeks. “I never in my life wanted to be a missionary,” said Jean, an 
Associate Professor of French at Chestnut Hill College, with a Doctoral Degree in French 
and Spanish. “Using my knowledge of language to help people was what really caught my 
attention.” For Jean, ministering in another country was never a thought until she read an 
e-mail from the Congregation requesting a sister go to Africa, where many speak French. “I 
had a strong heart reaction to that request,” said Jean. “I knew I had to reply.” That 
ministry never came to fruition for Jean whose mother was very ill and suffering from 
Alzheimer’s Disease.  
 

Jean found her way to Peru thanks to 
Sister Peg Conboy SSJ who lived in 
Yauri for 14 years and was looking for 
someone to join her. Jean’s ministry 
included work as a pastoral assistant 
in Santa Ana Parish and as a catechist 
for children, preparing them for the 
sacraments of Baptism and First 
Communion; and as a liaison to the 
Children’s Shelter, to Yauri’s Center for 
the Elderly and the Prison. Jean taught 
English to adults and children, worked 
closely with the special education 
school, social workers, psychologists 
and local mayor to meet the needs of 
Yauri residents. The first year together 
in Yauri, Jean and Peg lived in a Santa 
Ana Parish house constructed of adobe 
brick and protected from burglars by 
an exterior wall.  
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More than anything, Peru for Jean is where 
six-year old Jonas whom she calls “the love 
of my life” lives. The town officials learned 
of Jonas and asked Jean if she knew of 
anyone who could get him some powdered 
milk. When Jean met Jonas he was one 
and a half years old. He was so 
malnourished and tiny “like a rag doll”. She 
found Jonas living in squalor in a one room 
home with no windows, a hard floor and a 
blanket recently provided by the officials. 
He lived with his grandmother, her 
boyfriend and his 27-year old mother Lola. 
Lola couldn’t walk, speak, or feed herself. 
She didn’t seem to have any awareness or 
know that Jonas was her son. The mayor believed Jonas was too weak to be taken to the 
shelter. At the age of two years and after five months on the powdered milk, Jonas gained 
enough strength to roll over for the first time. Jonas moved into the shelter in 2007 where 
he has blossomed. Unfortunately, Jonas says only a few words. “He calls me Mamy 
(mommy) and says other words, so the capacity to speak is there,” said Jean. Marisol, the 
shelter director, will soon take Jonas to a children’s hospital in Arequipa, where he can stay 
for a month or more as needed, to get intensive therapy for his speech. “I am thrilled, 
although sad at the prospects of having to leave him there alone, but it is the best option 
for now,” said Jean. “It is a very good hospital and he will be in a safe, warm atmosphere. 
Maybe by next year he will be speaking well.” Sister Jean is praying for that.  
 

Sister Jean has returned to her beloved country and was able to spend time with the people 
that mean so much to her, especially Jonas.  She quotes her favorite song by Carly Simon 
that reminds her of him: 
 

“You are the love of my life 
Through all the pleasure and pain 
From the moment I first saw you 

I knew it right away 
I knew that you were the love of my life” 

 
High in the cold Andes Mountains, Sister Jean is heeding the call of the Congregations’ 
founders to respond to the sufferings and injustices of each particular time and place. 
Through her ministry to the people of Yauri, Jean is one with those in poverty and neglect—
loving God and neighbor without distinction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Note: Excerpts of this article were taken from the Vol. 1 No. 2 Summer 2012 issue of One 
With - the magazine of the Sisters of St. Joseph of Philadelphia as well as an interview with 
Sister Jean by Kelly Anne McKay. The entire One With article can be found at: 
http://ssjphila.org/new/wp-content/uploads/2012/08/OneWithMagazineAugust2012.pdf 

 

Sister Jean Faustman SSJ 
and children play with legos. 

Jonas is seated on Sister's lap. 
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That is the title of the article that appeared in the 
May /June 2013 issue of Hearing Loss Magazine, a 
bimonthly publication of the Hearing Loss 
Association of America. It was written by Melissa 
DiNofia-Bozzone (Class of 1990) about their 
youngest daughter Madeline, who was diagnosed 
with bilateral sensorineural hearing loss. At the age 
of one, Madeline was fitted with bilateral hearing 
aids and … “for the first time, we saw her beautiful 
face come alive with expression as the curtain of 
silence was lifted and she received the gift of 
sound.” 
 

While Madeline’s siblings attend Saint Andrew 
School – Peter 1st grade and Sophia in Kindergarten 
– she attends the Clarke School for Hearing and 
Speech in Bryn Mawr, PA – a state-of-the-art facility 
that offers both in-home and center-based programs 
for children from birth through five year olds. 

 

“In the months following Madeline’s introduction to hearing aids, we saw remarkable pride 
in Peter & Sophia when speaking of their sister. On one particular occasion, Sophia had a 
play date and her friend became annoyed at how loud Madeline spoke. Peter intervened and 
spoke kindly to the girl when he said, ‘See my sister’s ears? She wears hearing aids. She 
can’t hear like you and me. But these things help her. That’s why she talks loud. But it’s 
okay.’ From that day forward, it was okay. The little friend came to accept that is how 
things are and who she is – without a thought or a question. For the first time, we saw our 
oldest child defend and protect his sister while teaching another child about how ‘normal’ 
differences can be.” 
 

“He (Peter) will go on to do great things in life, no doubt. But his actions that day leave us 
proud beyond words. And hopeful that together, one person at a time, we can dispel the 
negative stigmas associated with so many disabilities.” 
 

To read more about Madeline’s and the Bozzone Family’s story (including an interview with 
Jason and his Walk4Hearing fund raising effort – Madeline’s Milestone), you can access a 
digital version of the article at: http://www.hearingloss.org/content/may-june-2013 

Clockwise (from top-left corner) 
Jason, Madeline, Melissa, Sophia & Peter 

Photo by Cindy Dyer 

Friends and family gathered to support Madeline at the Pennsylvania Walk4Hearing in the fall of 2012 

Madeline’s Story  
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Saint Andrew School News 
 

We will welcome 66 new students in September 2013  
as SAS continues to witness healthy growth,  

particularly in all the lower grades. 
 

 
 

With our growth and success comes our responsibility to ensure that our school facilities 
are safe, clean and equipped with appropriate materials and technologies to function well in 
all the appropriate categories (academic / safety / health / efficiency). Completion of the  
'wish list' below will be a function of the size of the parish's operating surplus and the 
response to all of our various fundraising events and appeals. Your donation to the 2013 
SAS Annual Appeal will help fund these important school projects and upgrades. 

 

Proposed Summer Projects 
 

 Upgrade school campus communication systems – clocks / bells / PA system / 
intercom / panic buttons 

 Install boiler(s) for Upper School building ( conversion from fuel oil to natural gas) 
 Repair / replace Lower School flat roof – parking lot side near Mason Ave.) 
 Renovate both Lower School kindergarten classrooms and the Pre-K classroom – 

install new vinyl flooring, replace existing jalousie windows, replace interior window 
trim, install new drop ceiling and lighting fixtures, paint walls, , etc. 

 Complete Lower School lobby wall renovation  
 Upgrade Lower School courtyard area 
 Install new vinyl floor and paint faculty lunch room - Lower School 
 Seal-coat parking lots (if time & resources permits) 
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Congratulations - Class of 2013 
 

Serena Adams   Christy Callahan 
Joseph Dougherty Ellen Cerrone 
Ryan Martin Kyle Dougherty 
Charlie O'Neill Jewel Ford 
Samson Oladosu Jamie Mullin 
Brian Powell Kady Newberry 
Liam Vogelman Leone Vu 

         

 
 
 
 
          Jordan Taylor                 Niya Ray 
 
 
 
 
 

Emily Anderson Brian McPoyle 
Gabby Gordon Victoria Smith 

   

Annie Givnish 

Maureen Callahan 
Isaiah Hammond 
Bryan Kee 
Makayla Rivera 
Rebecca Rajkumar 

 

Sarah Collington 
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Death & Taxes 
 
One of the more famous quotes by Ben Franklin is - “Nothing is certain except death and 
taxes.” While we cannot circumvent death, there is a way of redirecting your Harrisburg tax 
dollars to help families in need of financial aid to attend Saint Andrew School. In other 
words, if you are a qualified Pennsylvania business (see bottom of page), you can receive up 
to a 90% tax credit for making a donation to a scholarship organization like BLOCS or The 
Bridge Educational Foundation with instructions to direct your donation to Saint Andrew 
School as scholarship awards for qualified families.  
 
The Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) and the Opportunity Scholarship Tax 
Credit (OSTC) programs allow businesses to make contributions to BLOCS or The Bridge 
Foundation and provide life-changing scholarships to students that enable them to attend 
Catholic Schools. All scholarships are 100% need-based, and allow  students to receive a 
quality, values-based education and escape the cycle of poverty or low achieving public 
schools (as designated  by the PA Department of Education) they would otherwise face.  
 
With the recent changes to the income eligibility criteria ( ex. a family of four can earn up to  
$84,000), SAS had over 70 students eligible for EITC awards. Unfortunately, the demand 
exceeded the supply of directed scholarship funds.  

 
 
We are grateful to both BLOCS and The Bridge Educational Foundation together 
with our business partners (above) that have directed $22,000 in scholarship funds 
to SAS for the 2013-2014 school year. To learn more about the EITC or OSTC 
programs, you are encouraged to contact any of the following individuals: 
 

Steve Litz - SAS Business Office - 610-259-1169 
back9@rcn.com 

Matt Hunt - BLOCS -   484-684-1212  - mhunt@blocs.org 
Kelly Gerdes - Bridge Foundation - 717-214-6792 ext. 3  

kelly.gerdes@bridgeedu.org 
 

 
You can also visit - http://newpa.com/eitc and http://newpa.com/ostc 

for applications and guidelines. 
 
Businesses authorized to do business in Pennsylvania who are subject to one or more of the following taxes: 
Corporate Net Income Tax; Personal Income Tax of S corporation shareholders or Partnership partners; 
Capital Stock Franchise Tax, Bank and Trust Company Shares Tax; Title Insurance Companies Shares Tax; 
Insurance Premiums Tax; Mutual Thrift Institution Tax; or a tax under Article XVI of the Act of May 17, 1921, 
known as the Insurance Company Law of 1921.  

Royal Star Properties, LLC 
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Saint Andrew School 2012 Annual Appeal Campaign 
(Donations received after November 1, 2012) 

Principal's Circle
($1,000 +)

Anonymous
Anonymous In honor of the Class of '65

Mrs. Lucy Desmond In memory of Thomas F. Desmond
Michael D. Golden '79 In honor of Harry & Jeannette Golden

Edward W. &  Linda A. Rimmer

Red & White Club
($500 +)

Tom Rueger '61 In memory of John & Margaret Rueger
Bob Gorman '70 In memory of Franny McFadden, Jackie McGlone & John Baines

Friends of SAS
($250 +)

Anonymous
John Convery '48

Joseph J. Foy
Helene & Joe McFadden '58 In honor of Sisters Roberta, Anna & Liz (SSJ Staff)

Vince McVeigh '60 In honor of Sr. Elizabeth McVeigh, S.S.J.

SAS Steward
($100 +)

Anonymous
Anson & Carol Alfano

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Angelo
Alessio Benincasa '61

James Brophy '68 In memory of Bernice & Joe Brophy
James Burke '56 In memory of James F. & Mary E. Burke & John "Jeff" Jenemann

Mimi Lavin Dolan '72
Ida Donegan

Mrs. Agnes J. Hoey
Kevin Kidd '73 In honor of Dolores M. Kidd & in memory of Norman L. Kidd

Mrs. Mary Kissinger In memory of Mary Kissinger Gleason
William F. Martin '60

McGurk Family
Kathy McGarvey-Hidy '77 In honor of Barbara & Bill McGarvey

William and Mary Ann Murray
John J. Salvucci '74 In honor of the Class of 2012 Tourguides for the Class of '74 Reunion

Mary Beth Temple '72
Albert W. Tegler, Jr. '56

Daniel R. Tipton '77  
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SAS Donor
(to $99)

Anonymous
Michael P. Barr '79 In memory of George A. Barr

Rita McCarron Barry '60
Alfred A. Bingham, III '58

Jean Marie Cantrill
June Carey In memory of Anthony J. Carey

David Colgan
Lawrence J. Contrisciano '69

Dorothy M. Corssan '56
Kathy Henry Dawson '64 In memory of Helen & Joe Kelly

Margaret Dyer '66
Fred Gerland '62
Joan Hunt '48

William McDevitt '64
Edward J. McGarvey '63

Marguerite and Paul Murphy '73
M. Denise Nolan Myers '60 In memory of Helen & Vince Nolan
Gerald A. Scheidhauer '53

Sister Marcella Springer, SSJ '58 In memory of Mary Carol Springer - Class of '54
Miss Rosemary Vayda  

 
 
 

 

SAS Student Places Nationally 
 

SAS 4th Grader Hailey Bierling placed 5th among 9 year 
olds at the Cross Country Coaches National Youth 

Championships in Terre Haute, IN. Once athletes move 
beyond the Catholic League, all runners compete for their 

Archdiocese rather than their parishes. Over 2,000 
children compete during the regular season. 

  

SAS Students 
Participate in 

Annual Concert at  
The Kimmel Center 
for Performing Arts 

 
Three SAS students 
were selected to 
participate in this 
event based on their 
musical ability: Tyler 
Singzon ('14) - left; 
Andrew Alfano ('15) - 
center; and Hannah 
Bierling ('15) - right. 

 

Odds & Ends 
Answer (below) to Sherry sibling question - from page 7 
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Saint Andrew School  
2012 Annual Appeal Campaign - Final Results 

 

Our sincere thanks and gratitude to all who generously supported the 2012 SAS 
Annual Appeal Campaign. Despite challenging economic conditions, we finished with a 
record level of donors and total gifts. The total amount received for the 2012 
Campaign was $43,984 - up 7% over 2011!  
 
Our 2013 Annual Appeal Campaign begins this July (see page 19). Please watch your 
mail and take that extra step by contacting your employer (or former employer if 
retired) about their matching gift program.  Your support is indeed making a 
difference.  All gifts, regardless of size, are welcomed and truly appreciated. 
 

2012 Directed Gifts
(July 1, 2012 - June 30, 2013)

Financial Aid $ 5,940
Science Lab $ 2,170
General Operations $ 14,999
Undirected $ 20,875
Total Gifts (2012) $ 43,984

Total Gifts (2011) $ 41,100
Total Gifts (2010) $ 32,454
Total Gifts (2009) $ 34,121
Total Gifts (2008) $ 23,746

Total # Donors (2012) 219
Total # Donors (2011) 191
Total # Donors (2010) 183
Total # Donors (2009) 167
Total # Donors (2008) 108
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Saint Andrew School  
2013 Annual Appeal Campaign 

 

Our 2013 Annual Appeal Campaign is underway with the mailing to arrive within days of 
receiving this newsletter.  During this past year's celebration of Saint Andrew School's 90th 
Anniversary, we reached our Annual Appeal goal and surpassed the prior year's record of 

giving!  
 
Your gifts truly do make a 
difference in the lives of 
our students - enabling 
many families to continue 
their enrollment at SAS 
through the financial 
assistance provided 
through your directed gifts 
or simply assisting in the 
funding of critical 
academic endeavors or 
facility and equipment 
upgrades. 
 

Please complete this section and print your name as you would like it to 
appear in the Fall 2013 edition of the SAS Alumni Newsletter 

� Check here if anonymity is desired
        Name______________________________________ Graduate of SAS? � No � Yes – Class of _______ 

 
        Street Address _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
        City _____________________________________________ State ______ Zip ____________ 

My Gift to the 2013 Saint Andrew School  
Annual Appeal Campaign 

Please accept the enclosed gift of $_______________ to Saint Andrew School 
 

My                 Gift is: � In honor of _____________________________________ 
                 � In memory of ___________________________________ 

                              (Please Print) 

Please direct my gift to: 
 

� General School Operations 
� Financial Assistance for a SAS Student 
� Science Lab - Materials & Supplies 
� Technology 
 
 

Giving Levels:   
� Legacy Circle $10,000+ 
� SSJ Circle $5,000+ 
� Principal’s Circle $1,000+ 
� Red & White Club $500+ 
� Friends of SAS $250+ 
� SAS Steward $100+ 
� SAS Donor to $99 

I have remembered Saint Andrew Parish / School 
                               in my Will. 

Please direct my gift to:

- Materials & Supplies
Technology



Address Service Requested 

Stay Connected 
Just moved? New job? Earned a degree? Welcomed a new family member? Or just want to connect 
with friends and classmates. Please send your latest news to:  
 

Alumni Newsletter, Saint Andrew School, 535 Mason Ave., Drexel Hill, PA 19026 
 
Name___________________________________Maiden____________________________Class of__________ 
 
 
Address____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
City___________________________________________State__________________Zip___________________ 
 
 
Phone (H)_________________________                   E-mail__________________________________________ 
 
              I have remembered Saint Andrew Parish / School in my Will. 
 
News about you or remembrances of SAS:_______________________________________________________ 

  

  

  

  
Note to Parents: If your son or daughter has moved from your home address, please help us update 

SAS’s alumni records by completing the above form and returning in the envelope provided with this newsletter. 
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